
MHM Press Announces Publication of  

The Aerial Crossroads of America:  

St. Louis’s Lambert Airport  

 

By Daniel L. Rust 
 

ST. LOUIS, MO, November 10, 2016—The Missouri History Museum Press is 

pleased to announce the publication of its latest book, The Aerial Crossroads of 

America: St. Louis’s Lambert Airport, which was released today.  

The history of Lambert–St. Louis International Airport is the story of American 

aviation. Everything that has taken place on the airport’s footprint—from Lindbergh to 

American Airlines, jet airliners to space travel—constitutes a microcosm of the triumphs 

and tragedies of winged flight in America. The Aerial Crossroads of America chronicles 

the transformation of the patch of farmland leased by Albert Bond Lambert in 1920 into 

the sprawling international airport it is today. Illustrated extensively with images from 

the airport’s history, the book tells not only the story of Lambert but also the history of 

what it means to take flight in America. 

Aviation expert Daniel L. Rust begins his story with Albert Bond Lambert’s 

pioneering efforts to promote air travel in the Midwest. Although other American 

airports might today eclipse Lambert, Rust shows that airports serving New York, Los 

Angeles, and Chicago all lack the longevity of Lambert and its range of historic activity. 

In the book, Rust moves at supersonic speed, covering the 1923 Air Races, Charles 

Lindbergh and his Spirit of St. Louis, the U.S. Air Mail Service, the birth of American 

Airlines, military aviation, the rise of the aircraft manufacturing industry, the 

development of air traffic control, regulation and deregulation, and the decline of 

Lambert as a large hub following the demise of TWA and 9/11. 
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Digital images available at 
http://bit.ly/AerialCRphotos  
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Brimming with anecdotes, little-known historical threads, and lively explanations 

of just what Lambert has meant to the aviation industry, The Aerial Crossroads of America 

will be an invaluable resource for anyone interested in aviation, inspiring readers to glance 

out their windows and admire the view on every ascent. This book was co-developed by 

the Missouri Aviation Historical Society (MOAHS), and proceeds from its sale will 

directly benefit MOAHS, a 501(c)(3) organization. 

From November 17, 2016, through November 2017, passersby and aviation 

enthusiasts alike can view 53 large-scale reproductions of historical photographs from The 

Aerial Crossroads of America at the airport itself. The exhibition is on display in the 

Lambert Gallery in Terminal 1 near the baggage claim. 

“The upcoming centennial of this illustrious airport is a fitting time to outline and 

share the history of Lambert-St. Louis International Airport. From the early days of grass and 

dirt runways, to the beauty of the copper-clad arches of the Minoru Yamasaki–designed 

terminal, Lambert has seen, and has been very much a part of, the development of civilian and 

military aviation in the United States. This book serves as a marvelous testament to a great 

airport.”—Mark Nankivil, president, Greater St. Louis Air and Space Museum 

   

Upcoming author appearances: 

 Wednesday, November 16, 7:00 p.m., Missouri History Museum,  

St. Louis 

 Thursday, November 17, 10:00 a.m., Lambert Airport Gallery 

 Thursday, November 17, 7:00 p.m., Missouri Aviation Historical 

Society, Creve Coeur Airport 

 

DANIEL L. RUST is an assistant professor of transportation and logistics at the 

University of Wisconsin–Superior. Previously he served as assistant director of the Center 

for Transportation Studies at the University of Missouri–St. Louis. He earned his doctorate 

from the University of Idaho and is the author of Flying Across America: The Airline 

Passenger Experience. 

 



 For more information on getting review copies, interviewing the author, or 

scheduling an appearance, please call Mary Hendron at (314) 962-6400 or email 

Mary@InsightRocks.com. Books are available for purchase at the Missouri History 

Museum Shop, (314) 454-3172, mohistory.org; through the distributor, the University of 

Chicago Press (press.uchicago.edu/books.html); on Amazon.com; and at area bookstores.  
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The Missouri History Museum has been active in the St. Louis community since 

1866. Founding members established the organization “for the purpose of saving from 

oblivion the early history of the city and state.” Today, the Missouri History 

Museum seeks to deepen the understanding of past choices, present circumstances, and 

future possibilities; strengthen the bonds of the community; and facilitate solutions to 

common problems. The Missouri History Museum offers programs and outreach services, 

including traveling exhibitions; tours; theatrical and musical presentations; programs for 

school classes and youth groups; family festivals; special events; workshops; and 

lectures. The Missouri History Museum is funded by the St. Louis City and County 

taxpayers through the Metropolitan Zoological Park and Museum District and by private 

donations. The Museum is open seven days a week with general admission always 

free. The Missouri History Museum in Forest Park also operates the Library and Research 

Center at 225 South Skinker Boulevard near the Washington University campus. 
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